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Dutch Nazi-collaborators and their families: the post war years

In my paper I would like to explore the ways in which former Nazi collaborators in post-war the
Netherlands were seen by others (the public, the media, the law, politics, neighbours, etc.) or regarded
themselves as "perpetators". Analyzing ideas, receptions, strategies and evasions I will also address the
question of transmission of guilt, shame and responsibility from the parent generation to the children and

the ways in which children of Nazi collaborators responded to their "perpetrator parents".

This paper draws on the research program Legacies of Collaboration: the integration and exclusion of

Dutch Nazi-collaborators in Dutch society after the war.

Dr Ismee Tames is professor by special appointment of Stichting 1940-1945/Arq Psycho Trauma Expert
Group at Utrecht University and director of research at the NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and
Genocide Studies. She is program leader of a research program focusing on resistance against oppression
and persecution, people’s behaviour in wartime and the long term legacies of war and mass violence.
Between 2009 and 2013 she was project coordinator of the NWO funded program Legacies of
Collaboration: The exclusion and integration of former national socialist milieus in Dutch society. From
this a.o. her book Doorn in het viees. Foute Nederlanders in de jaren vijftig en zestig (Thorn in the flesh.
Dutch Nazi-collaborators in the 1950s and 60s) resulted (2013). Prior she published Besmette jeugd
(Contaminated youth) on the children of Dutch Nazi-collaborators in the post war years (2009). Tames
has further more published on the First World War (dissertation), behaviour and expectations in wartime

and war’s long term legacies.



