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A Contested Past: Memories, Pluralism and Democracy
The essence of democratic rule is generally considered to be lying in free elections, free speech and
the rule of law. However, a certain degree of pluralism with regard to memory culture –
acknowledging that individual and social memories diverge, opening up the public sphere for
different, often conflicting memories of various mnemonic communities – may also been seen as a
reliable indicator for the democratic nature of a society. It is not hard to find convincing proof for
this argument, running from historical cases in West and Eastern Europe with regard to World War
II, up to contemporary efforts to 'renationalize' memory culture, such as Putin's Russia.

